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This paper is marked out of 60 and is worth 30% of the total assessment. It is divided into two 
sections, each worth half the overall mark. Section A contains short-answer questions; Section B 


seeks longer answers. 


You must answer all questions. 


SECTION A [30 MARKS] 

Question 1 [5 marks total] 
Give examples of the following: [1 mark each] 
a) a secondary interjection 
b) a morphological causative 
c) a culture specific emotion that we have studied in this unit from any language other than 

English 
d) a pair of complementary antonyms 
e) a pair of homonyms 
Question 2 [5 marks total] 
Answer the following questions, in a single word or phrase for each: [1 mark each] 
a) Name the scholar who is the leading proponent of Conceptual Semantics. 


b) In the NSM system, what is the technical term for the relationship between the English 


words thing and something? 


c) Who is the chief advocate of the theory that there are a small number of in-built “basic 
emotions’? 

d) Who originated the philosophical concept of ‘family resemblance’? 

e) What is the name of Leonard Talmy’s system for analysing the notion of causation? 
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Question 3 [10 marks total] 
In a paragraph or two for each, explain the meaning with reference to examples of two (2) of the 


following terms, as used in this unit. 


[5 marks each] 


a) polysemy 

b) prototype effects 

c) encyclopaedic knowledge 

d) semantic primes 

Question 4 [10 marks total] 

In a paragraph or two for each, answer two (2) of the following questions: [5 marks each] 

a) What’s wrong with analysing the meaning of the verb kill (as in Bill killed Harry) a 
‘cause to die’? 

b) What are the main principles behind classical componential analysis? 

c) Explain the concept of “semantic molecules’, and discuss their importance for semantic 
analysis. 

d) What are ‘meaning relations’ and why are they important to semantics? 

e) Give two reasons why the meaning of a linguistic expression cannot be identified with its 


referent 


LING305 Special, Trimester 1, 2014 
SECTION B [30 MARKS] 


Question 5 [30 marks total] 
In a page or two for each, answer three (3) of the following questions. [10 marks each] 
a) Using examples from English and at least one other language, discuss the claim that the 


b) 


C) 


d) 


e) 


meanings of many emotion words are culture-specific. 


Consider the word cup. What kind of component — shape or function — 1s relatively more 


important in its meaning? Why? 


What is meant by a system of ‘locational deixis’? Describe the main semantic dimensions 


expressed by systems of locational deixis in the world’s languages. 


Describe and discuss the semantic template for natural kind terms, such as cat, mouse, 


magpie and trout. 


Using examples from English and at least one other language, discuss the claim that the 


meanings of many “physical activity words are language-specific.” 


What is a ‘diminutive’? Describe the Iinguistic and cultural variation in the 


conceptualisation of diminutives in English and at least one other language. 


Please remember - This examination question paper MUST BE HANDED IN. Failure to do so may 


result in the cancellation of all marks for this examination. 


Writing your name and number on the front will help us confirm that your paper has been returned. 


